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Foreword

he year 2017 is often the starting point for most

people when they want to discuss the events
that unfolded that forced over half a million Rohingya
people into Bangladesh. The international community
has continued to replay the events from 2017 in hopes
that somewhere, somehow, they can make sense of the
grotesque and unjustifiable violence perpetrated against
the impoverished Rohingya. In reality the year 2017 was
just another genocidal purge, in many that have happened
over the course of several decades.

On February 1, 2021 when the Tatmadaw took control
over the country disregarding the election results, where
the Rohingya themselves were disenfranchised and
could not participate, the Rohingya people once again
watched the violence they were already uncomfortably
familiar with—unfold in their native land. Chaos and
calamity, death and despair everywhere, perpetrated
against anyone who would stand up to the unjustness
of the situation. The international community continues
to watch the entire country turn into a stage where
perpetrators who have roamed with impunity for
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decades, indiscriminately attack anyone that oppose
their illegitimate rule. The Tatmadaw has continued to
use their weapons, bomb civilians, torture and disappear
civilians, and even withhold health care to those who are
in desperate need of help as the COVID 19 variant seeps
into Burma. While people have called on the Rohingya to
stand in solidarity with the people of Burma, the reality
is that the Rohingya always have stood in solidarity with
Burma because they are part of the fabric of Burma.

Nurul Islam is a Rohingya leader who raised his
voice at an early age to alarm people of the horrors of
the Tatmadaw. Through his organization, the Arakan
Rohingya National Organisation (ARNO), he has
championed the cause of the Rohingya people and
continues to this day to bring his people back home. A
soft spoken, humble, and knowledgeable man, the book
he has written is not about him, but about the history of
his people. It is not a history truncated to build a case for
genocide on behalf of his people, but he has written a
book which gives us a people’s history of an indigenous
group which has always faced extreme opposition.

The Rohingya people are a resilient and generous
people. ARNO is a testament to that. On May 7, 2002, the
ARNO issued a press release welcoming the unconditional
release of Aung San Suu Kyi. On April 3, 2012 ARNO
congratulated Aung San Suu Kyi and the NLD for their
election victory. Aung San Suu Kyi is a woman who the
international community considered to be a human rights
icon represented a potential change for the people of
Burma, including the Rohingya, yet she would walk into
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an international court room and downplay the grotesque
violations perpetrated against the Rohingya of Burma.

Learning the history of the Rohingya from a Rohingya
elder is a valuable opportunity for all of us to learn about
a people who still remain mysterious to many outsiders.
This book is certain to inspire and encourage many
people throughout Burma to come forward and add more
chapters to a People's History of Burma. It is a history,
that we as outsiders, must continue to make space for it
to be told by the diverse peoples of Burma.

Regina M. Paulose

Attorney
USA
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Preface

he Rohingya, a borderland people, are a

predominantly Muslim community living in the
Arakan with a long history and glorious past. Like many
indigenous ethnic nationalities living all along the Burma
borders, they possess frontier culture distinct from the
rest of other Burmese people. They have had connections
to the high cultures of Bengal, Persia and Arabia. Their
sublime civilization was a gift to the whole people of the
independent kingdom of Arakan. For centuries Arakan
prospered in international trade, brought into its people
new ideas and learning, a flourishing civilization with
the most cosmopolitan court in modern Burmese history:.
History testifies that the heyday of Arakan began with
the development of Muslim civilization. Due to Burmese
military dictatorship or military dominated government's
policies of exclusion, de-Muslimization, persecution and
extermination against Muslims, today Arakan is one of
the poorest regions in Burma and its Rohingya population
has often been called the most persecuted minority in the
world.



